April 19, 2011
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Downtown Rutland Partnership

ON LOCATION: Brick Box at the Paramount Theatre
Special Guest: His Honor the Mayor, Christopher Louras

Executive Session 7:45 am to discuss personnel issue.

Call to Order: 
8:06 am Michael Coppinger, Executive Director
Absent:, R. Mitchell, G. McClellan




March 15, meeting minutes: 
Motion to accept minutes: G. Hawley Second: V. Fothergill
Vote: Approved by all.
Director’s Report
M. Coppinger introduced His Honor, the Mayor, Christopher Louras, to provide an update regarding, Capital Bill, concerning the sale of the Asa Bloomer Condominium Units, off Merchants Row and the & Multi Modal Transit Center, off West Street, as well as the city or Rutland’s considerations/conditions of this sale as supported by the Delegation & City.
Summary of Mayoral Address:

The Russell Corporation and the State of Vermont agreed to split the ownership of the ASA Bloomer Building in the early 90’s under the Dean Administration.  The State’s long-term intent was to purchase the entire building by 2017 to add to their property holdings within the city (i.e the parking facility behind the building).  During a meeting held January 26, 2011, the Commissioner of Building and Grounds Services, Mike "Obie" Obuchowski, informed the Mayor and the President of the Board of Alderman, David Allaire, that the House of Representatives would be taking up the proposed sale of these holdings under section 23 (H.446) of the capital bill.  This bill has been subsenquently approved by the House and will soon go before the VT Senate.  During this meeting the city’s representatives requested covenants upon the sale of the property if the State chooses this option at a future date.  

1. The city requests that the deeds of both properties be merged prior to the sale of said holdings to ensure that the parking deck continues to operate and does not close and become a blighted property.
2. That parking is available after-hours as an overflow parking option during events and other peak need times for the downtown.
The BUS has also requested clarification that the multi-modal transit center would remain available for their operations if the state were to sell the facility to a private holding.
Downtown Rutland Partnership Affirmative Action:
Motion: John Zawistoski -  “the Downtown Rutland Partnership should reaffirm the position taken by the Partnership in the fall of 2010 regarding the parking garage and send a letter to the Board of Aldermen and Mayor urging the City to enter into negotiations with the State to acquire city management of parking spaces within the Multi-Modal Transit Center.”   Second: Glenda Hawley Discussion: The Downtown Rutland Partnership Board feels strongly that the city should take on the management of a specific number of parking spaces within the parking deck for the benefit of the downtown.  Management of these spaces (not the facility) will allow us to have 1. Local control over additional parking within the downtown 2. Make expanded parking available downtown that will encourage economic and physical development, 3. Allow the city to directly regulate the fee structure of these specific spaces within the facility and 4. Have control over the hours that these spaces are available to the public.  Vote: Approved by all.  The staff will draft the letter and the Executive Committee will review it prior to its release to the city.
New Business
Truck - The Downtown Partnership will be assuming the ownership of a maintenance truck that has been donated to the DRP by VELCO through their fleet program.  We are in the process of insuring the vehicle and finding a secure parking location for it within the downtown.  We will be estimating the costs associated with the ownership of this property so we will be able to add it into the JULY-DEC. budget.  Motion: to accept the donated vehicle: Glenda Second: Val Vote: Approved by all.
Sidewalk Sweeper – We are in the process of demonstrating a replacement machine.  The unit does not have a hose for independent suction.  The board agreed that they would be interested in having Mike investigate another machine or an upgrade to the existing machine to provide this alternative so Bill can pick up cigarette butts.

EXECUTIVE SESSION – 9:33 am

Motion: to Adjourn Executive Session, to discuss a contractual matter: George Means Second: Bonnie Hawley Vote: approved by all – 10:00 am

Adjourn Board Meeting 10:12 am. 
Minutes submitted by: k. hill
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